
Study Guide 
Researched and Developed by Aurora Theatre’s 2019-20 Apprentice Company 

Teachers 

This Study Guide is intended for teachers whose students will be attending Aurora Theatre’s matinee performances of Cat in The Hat.  Through this guide, we 

hope to provide teachers with discussion topics and activities for both before and after the show.  Some are more appropriate for given grades than others.  

We believe that reflecting upon the theatrical experience and the ideas and themes within a play can provide ideas for important arts education activities for 

children. 

The following activities are meant to reinforce images and themes from The Cat in the Hat; however, it is not mandatory that any of the study guide 

activities be done in order to understand and enjoy the performance. 
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Academic Knowledge and Skills 

The list below represents some of the AKS associated with the script for The Cat in the Hat that will be employed through 

each student’s attendance.   

Kindergarten Language Arts 

A - Reading Literary Text 

 ask and answer questions about key details in a text, with prompting and support

 ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text, with prompting and support

 compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories, with prompting and support

 identify characters, settings, and major events in a story, with prompting and support

 name the author and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in telling the story, with prompting and support

 retell familiar stories, including key details, with prompting and support

B - Reading Informational Text 

 describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text, with prompting and support

 identify the main topic (main idea) and retell key details of a text (supporting details), with prompting and support

 identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text, with prompting and support

 name the author, title, and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a text

C - Reading Foundation 

demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes)

know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words

E – Speaking and Listening 

 ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood

 confirm understanding of written texts read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and

answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood

 describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail

 participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in

small and larger groups

 speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly

F - Language 

 demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking

 determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten reading and

content, with guidance and support

 explore word relationships and nuances in word meanings, with guidance and support from adults
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 use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts

Kindergarten Mathematics 

A - Counting and Cardinality 

 compare two sets of objects and identify which set is equal to, more than, or less than the other using matching and counting

strategies

 count forward by ones, beginning from a given number within the known sequence (instead of having to begin at 1)

 count objects by stating number names in the standard order, pairing each object with one, and only one, number name and

each number name with one, and only one, object (one to one correspondence)

 demonstrate that each successive number name refers to a quantity that is one larger

Kindergarten Science 

A - Characteristics of Science 

 apply computation and estimation skills necessary for analyzing data and following scientific investigations

 communicate scientific ideas and activities clearly

 demonstrate knowledge of scientific processes and inquiry methods

 discuss the importance of curiosity, honesty, openness, and skepticism in science and exhibit these traits in efforts to

understand how the world works

 use the concepts of system, model, change, and scale when exploring scientific and

technological matters 

B - Earth Science  

 analyze time patterns and objects (sun, moon, stars) in the day and night sky

 describe the physical attributes of rocks and soils

C - Physical Science 

 describe objects in terms of their composition and physical attributes

 explore the forces that cause a change in motion (speed and direction, push and pull)

D- Life Science

 distinguish living things from non-living things based on physical attributes

Kindergarten Social Studies 

A - Map and Globe Skills 

use cardinal directions

B - Information Processing Skills 

 compare similarities and differences

 identify issues and/or problems
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 organize items chronologically

C - Where We Live 

 identify city's geographic location in the world

 model good citizenship

D - Our Nation 

 describe American culture by explaining diverse community and family celebrations and customs related to Flag Day and

Independence Day

 identify important American symbols and explain their meaning

 identify the purpose of national holidays and describe the people or events celebrated

 use words and phrases related to chronology and time to explain how things change

L – Personal Finance 

 explain that people must make choices because they cannot have everything they want

Kindergarten Health 

A - First Aid 

 demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors in an emergency situation

 demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills in an emergency situation

B - Safety 

 demonstrate the ability to advocate for personal, family, and community safety

 demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors to avoid or reduce health risks

 demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills to enhance health in safety-related

situations  

C - Personal Care 

 analyze the influence of family, peers, culture, and media/technology on health behaviors

 comprehend concepts related to personal health promotion

 demonstrate the ability to access valid information and services to enhance health

 demonstrate the ability to use goal-setting skills to enhance personal health

G - Emotional Expression/Mental Health 

 demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills to enhance health

Kindergarten Health and PE 

D - Personal and Social Behavior 

 exhibit responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others in physical activity settings
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 value physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and/or social

interaction 

Kindergarten Fine Arts 

General Music 

D - Cultural and Historical Context 

 explore music in relation to history and culture

 move, alone and with others, to a varied repertoire of music

 understand relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts

1st Grade Language Arts 

A - Reading Literary Text 

 compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories

 describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details

 retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson

B - Reading Informational Text 

 describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text (e.g., biographies)

E - Speaking and Listening 

 ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not

understood

 describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly

 participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small

and larger groups

 produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation

F - Language 

 demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when speaking

 demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings, with guidance and support from adults

 determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content,

choosing flexibly from an array of strategies

 use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using

frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple

relationships (e.g., because) 

1st Grade Mathematics 

B - Number and Operations in Base Ten 
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 add within 100, including adding a two-digit number and a one-digit number, and adding a two-digit number and a multiple of

10, using concrete models or drawings and strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship

between addition and subtraction; relate the strategy to a written method and explain the reasoning used. Understand that in

adding two-digit numbers, one adds tens and tens, ones and ones; and sometimes it is necessary to compose a ten

C - Measurement and Data 

 organize, represent, and interpret data with up to three categories; ask and answer questions about the total number of data

points, how many in each category, and how many more or less are in one category than in another

1st Grade Science 

A - Characteristics of Science 

 apply computation and estimation skills necessary for analyzing data and following scientific investigations

 communicate scientific ideas and activities clearly

 demonstrate knowledge of scientific processes and inquiry methods

 discuss the importance of curiosity, honesty, openness, and skepticism in science and exhibit these traits in efforts to

understand how the world works

C - Physical Science 

 demonstrate the effects of magnets on various objects and other magnets

 investigate the properties of light and sound

1st Grade Social Studies 

A - Map and Globe Skills 

 use cardinal directions

 use intermediate directions

B - Information Processing Skills 

 compare similarities and differences

 distinguish between fact and opinion

 identify and use primary and secondary sources

 identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions

 identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in a social studies context

 interpret timelines

 organize items chronologically

K - Personal Finance 

 explain that people have to make choices about goods and services because of scarcity

 identify goods that people make and services that people provide for each other
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1st Grade Health and PE 

A - First Aid 

 demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills to enhance health in first-aid situations

B - Safety 

 demonstrate the ability to access valid information about safety

 demonstrate the ability to advocate for personal, family, and community safety

 demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills related to safety

C - Personal Care 

 demonstrate the ability to access services to enhance personal health

 demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills to enhance personal health

 demonstrate the ability to use goal-setting skills to enhance health

G - Emotional Expression/Mental Health 

 demonstrate the ability to advocate for personal, family, and community mental health

1st Grade Health and PE 

D - Personal and Social Behavior 

 exhibit responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others in physical-activity settings

 value physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and/or social

interaction 

1st Grade Fine Arts 

General Music 

C - Critical Analysis/Investigation 

 evaluate music and music performances

 listen to, analyze, and describe music

D - Cultural and Historical Context 

 move, alone and with others, to a varied repertoire of music

 understand music in relation to history and culture

 understand relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts

2nd Grade Language Arts 



8 

A - Reading Literary Text 

 acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when

reading dialogue aloud

 ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a

text

 compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different

cultures

 describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges

 E - Speaking and Listening 

 ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or

deepen understanding of a topic or issue

 produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification

 tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent

sentences

F - Language 

 demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when speaking

 demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings

2nd Grade Mathematics 

B - Number and Operations in Base Ten 

 add and subtract fluently within 100 using strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship

between addition and subtraction

2nd Grade Science 

A - Characteristics of Science 

 apply computation and estimation skills necessary for analyzing data and following scientific explanations

 communicate scientific ideas and activities clearly

 demonstrate knowledge of scientific processes and inquiry methods

 discuss the importance of curiosity, honesty, openness, and skepticism in science and exhibit these traits in efforts to

understand how the world works

 use the concepts of system, model, change, and scale when exploring scientific and

technological matters 

C - Physical Science  

 demonstrate changes in speed and direction using pushes and pulls

 identify sources of energy and how energy is used



9 

 investigate the properties of matter and changes that occur in objects

2nd Grade Social Studies 

B - Information Processing Skills 

 analyze artifacts

 compare similarities and differences

 distinguish between fact and opinion

 identify and use primary and secondary sources

 identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions

 identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in a social studies context

 identify social studies reference resources to use for a specific purpose

 interpret timelines

 organize items chronologically

2nd Grade PE and Health 

Health 

C  - Personal Care 

 demonstrate the ability to access valid information and services to enhance health

G - Emotional Expression/Mental Health 

 comprehend concepts related to mental health promotion by effective communication with others

 demonstrate the ability to advocate for personal, family, and community mental health

 demonstrate the ability to use interpersonal communication skills

Physical Education 

D - Personal and Social Behavior 

 exhibit responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others in physical-activity settings

 value physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and/or social

interaction 

2nd Grade Music 

C - Critical Analysis/Investigation 

 evaluate music and music performances

 listen to, analyze, and describe music

D - Cultural and Historical Context 

 move, alone and with others, to a varied repertoire of music
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 understand music in relation to history and culture

 understand relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts

3rd Grade Language Arts 

A - Reading Literary Text 

 compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author  about the same or similar

characters (e.g., in books from a series)

 describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the

sequence of events

 distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters

 recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral

and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text

E - Speaking and Listening 

 ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail

 determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats,

including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

 speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification

F - Language 

 demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when speaking

 demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings, with guidance and

support from adults

 use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening

3rd Grade Mathematics 

A - Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

 apply multiplication and division within 100 (products or dividends 0 - 100) to solve word problems in situations involving equal

groups, arrays and measurement quantities (e.g., by using  drawings and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to

represent the problem)

3rd Grade Science 

A - Characteristics of Science 

 apply computation and estimation skills necessary for analyzing data and following scientific explanations

 communicate scientific ideas and activities clearly

 demonstrate knowledge of scientific processes and inquiry methods

 discuss the importance of curiosity, honesty, openness, and skepticism in science and exhibit these traits in efforts to

understand how the world works
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 question scientific claims and arguments effectively

3rd Grade Social Studies 

B - Information Processing Skills 

 compare similarities and differences

 distinguish between fact and opinion

 draw conclusions and make generalizations

 identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions

 identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in a social studies context

 identify social studies reference resources to use for a specific purpose

 interpret timelines

 organize items chronologically

 translate dates into centuries, eras, or ages

3rd Grade Health and PE 

Health  

A - First Aid 

 comprehend concepts related to health promotion and first aid to enhance health

B - Safety 

 comprehend concepts related to health promotion and safety to enhance health

 demonstrate the ability to access valid safety information and products and services to enhance health

 demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing safety behaviors and to avoid or reduce health risks

C - Personal Care 

 demonstrate the ability to use goal-setting skills to enhance health

G - Emotional Expression/Mental Health 

 comprehend concepts related to health promotion and disease prevention to enhance mental health

 demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors and to avoid or reduce health  risks

 demonstrate the ability to use goal-setting skills to enhance mental health

 demonstrate the ability to use interpersonal communication skills to enhance mental health and to avoid or reduce health risks

Physical Education 

D - Personal and Social Behavior 

 exhibit responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others in physical-activity settings

 value physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and/or social
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interaction 

3rd Grade Fine Arts 

Music 

D - Cultural and Historical Context 

 move, alone and with others, to a varied repertoire of music

 understand music in relation to history and culture

 understand relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts

4th Grade Language Arts 

A - Reading Literary Text 

 compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events

(e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures

 describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character's

thoughts, words, or actions)

 explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse,

rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking

about a text

 make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying similarities and

differences

E - Speaking and Listening 

 differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is

appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation

 engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (e.g., one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners

on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly

 identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points

 paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually,

quantitatively, and orally

 report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant,

descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.

F - Language 

 acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific vocabulary, including words and phrases

that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and words and phrases basic to a

particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation)

 demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking

 demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings
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 use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening

4th Grade Mathematics 

A - Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

 find all factor pairs for a whole number in the range 1 - 100. Recognize that a whole number is a multiple of each of its factors.

Determine whether a given whole number in the range 1 - 100 is a multiple of a given one-digit number. Determine whether a

given whole number in the range 1 - 100 is prime or composite.

4th Grade Science 

A - Characteristics of Science 

 communicate scientific ideas and activities clearly

 demonstrate knowledge of scientific processes and inquiry methods

 discuss the importance of curiosity, honesty, openness, and skepticism in science and exhibit these traits in efforts to

understand how the world works

 question scientific claims and arguments effectively

 use the concepts of system, model, change, and scale when exploring scientific and

technological matters 

4th Grade Social Studies 

B - Information Processing Skills 

 analyze artifacts

 check for consistency of information

 compare similarities and differences

 determine adequacy and/or relevancy of information

 distinguish between fact and opinion

 draw conclusions and make generalizations

 identify and use primary and secondary sources

 identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions

 identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in a social studies context

 identify social studies reference resources to use for a specific purpose

 interpret timelines

 organize items chronologically

 translate dates into centuries, eras, or ages

4th Grade Health and PE 

Health  
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A - First Aid 

 comprehend concepts, related to health promotion and first aid, to enhance health

 demonstrate the ability to practice first aid procedures for an emergency with bleeding

B - Safety 

 demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills to enhance personal safety and to prevent unintentional injuries

C - Personal Care 

 demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills related to personal care to enhance health

G - Emotional Expression/Mental Health 

 analyze the influence of family, peers, culture, and media/technology on health behaviors

 demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors and to avoid or reduce conflict

 demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills to enhance health

 demonstrate the ability to use interpersonal communication skills to enhance health

Physical Education 

D - Personal and Social Behavior 

 exhibit responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others in physical-activity settings

 value physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and/or social

interaction 

4th Grade General Music 

D - Cultural and Historical Context 

 move, alone and with others, to a varied repertoire of music

 understand music in relation to history and culture

 understand relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts

5th Grade Language Arts 

A - Reading Literary Text 

 analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel,

multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem)

 compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes

and topics

 compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text

(e.g., how characters interact)
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 determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond

to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text

E - Speaking and Listening 

 engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (e.g., one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners

on grade 5 topics and text, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly

F - Language 

 demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking

 demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings

 determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content,

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies

 use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening

5th Grade Science 

A - Characteristics of Science 

 apply computation and estimation skills necessary for analyzing data and following scientific explanations

 communicate scientific ideas and activities clearly

 demonstrate knowledge of scientific processes and inquiry methods

 discuss the importance of curiosity, honesty, openness, and skepticism in science and exhibit these traits in efforts to

understand how the world works

 question scientific claims and arguments effectively

 use the concepts of system, model, change, and scale when exploring scientific and

technological matters 

5th Grade Social Studies 

B - Information Processing Skills 

 analyze artifacts

 check for consistency of information

 compare similarities and differences

 determine adequacy and/or relevancy of information

 distinguish between fact and opinion

 draw conclusions and make generalizations

 identify and use primary and secondary sources

 identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions

 identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in a social studies context

 identify social studies reference resources to use for a specific purpose
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 interpret timelines

 organize items chronologically

 translate dates into centuries, eras, or ages

5th Grade Health and PE 

Health  

A - First Aid 

 comprehend first aid concepts, related to health promotion and disease prevention, to enhance health

 demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors related to first aid and to avoid or reduce health risks

B - Safety 

 demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors for safety and to avoid or reduce health risks

 demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills for safety to enhance health

C - Personal Care 

 analyze the influence of family, peers, culture, media/technology, and other factors on personal-care issues

 comprehend concepts, related to personal care and disease prevention, to enhance health

 demonstrate the ability to access valid information, related to personal care, to enhance health

 demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills, related to personal care, to enhance health

 demonstrate the ability to use goal-setting skills, related to personal care, to enhance health

Physical Education 

D - Personal and Social Behavior 

 exhibit responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others in physical activity settings

 value physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and/or social

interaction 

5th Grade General Music 

D - Cultural and Historical Context 

 move, alone and with others, to a varied repertoire of music

 understand music in relation to history and culture

 understand relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts
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ABCs of Theatre Etiquette 

Applause- At the very end of the show the actors will come onstage in a line for 
their bows.  We applaud during the bows to show our appreciation to 
the actors for the performance and their hard work.  You can 
applaud during the show too when you like something, we also want 
you to laugh when you find something funny.  

Blackout- At the very beginning and end of the show there will be a 
blackout.  All of the lights will go out onstage and in the audience.  The dark can be 
scary sometimes, but no need to be scared - the lights will come back on.  We have 
a blackout so that actors can get on and off the stage without you seeing them.   

Comfortable- We want you and all of your classmates to be comfortable when you 
come to Aurora Theatre.  We ask that you sit flat in your seat with your bottom all 
the way against the back of the seat so you and everyone around you can see and 
enjoy the performance. 

Stage- Actors perform on a stage, there is not a 
movie screen.  Theatre is a live event, which 
means if you talk or whisper to your neighbor 
during the show the actors will hear it.  Please be 
respectful of the actors and your 
classmates, wait to tell your friend how much 
you loved  the show until you’re back on the 
school bus.  Thank you!  
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 Theatre Vocabulary  

Actor :  A  person,  male  or  female ,  who per forms a  ro le  in  a  p lay .  

Adaptat ion:  When a s tory  is  changed from one form into another;  for  example,  a  book cam be changed into a  p lay  

or  a  mov ie .    

Box Off ice :  The  p lace in  a  theatre  where  t ickets  are sold .  

Character :  The persona l i ty  or  par t  an  actor  re -creates .  

Choreographer:  The creative-team member responsible for dance movement to songs and production numbers. 

Costumes :  The c lothes  an actor  wears .  

Designers :  The members  of  the creat iv e -team tasked  with  creat ing  the look ,  

sound and feel  o f  the production.  

Dia logue :  The conv ersat ion  between actors  on stage .   

Di rector:  The person  who oversees  the entire  process  of  s tag ing  a  product ion.   

Monologue :  A  long speech  by  a  s ingle  actor .  

Mus ic  Director:  The person  who leads  the cast  in  learning  the ir  mus ic  for  the product ion.  

Prop:  A  smal l  object  such as  a  book ,  used  by  actors  in  a  product ion.  

Set :  The scenery ,  furn i ture ,  etc .  that  are  used  on s tage in  a  product ion.  

Scene :  A  par t  of  the production dur ing  which there i s  no change in  t ime  or  p lace .  

Sound Effect :  An imitat ive  sound,  such  as  thunder  or  dog bark ,  created art i f i c ia l ly  for  the purpose of  theatre .  

Specia l  Ef fect :  A  spectacular  or  mag ica l  ef fect  created onstage.   

Stage Crew:  Workers  who mov e scenery  or  handle  props  backstage.  

Stage Manager :  A  person who is  the ov era l l  superv isor  of  the stage and actors .  
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Creative Team 

Do you know what the creative team does? The Creative Team works together to 

develop our theatre productions. A Creative Team may include directors, musical 

directors, choreographers, set designers, as well as prop, costume, lighting, audio, and 

visual media designers.   

 Justin Anderson - Director/Associate Artistic Director 

Justin Anderson has served as Aurora Theatre’s Associate Artistic Director since 2014. His 

directorial work has earned him both popular and critical praise, along with Seven Suzi 

Bass Award Nominations for Best Direction (Winner for Boublil and Schönberg’s LES 

MISÉRABLES at Aurora Theatre in 2013). 

 Lena Armas - Stage Manager 

Lena Armas is thrilled to be making her Atlanta debut in  Aurora Theatre's AppCo 2020! She is a recent 

graduate of Western Carolina University in North Carolina with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre with a 

concentration in Musical Theatre. During her time at WCU, she participated both on the stage and backstage. 

Isabel and Moriah Curley-Clay - Costume Designers  
Isabel and Moriah Curley-Clay’s work can be seen on stages around Atlanta as well as on 

several regional stages.  Recent designs at Aurora include Native Gardens, Be Here Now, 

Maytag Virgin, I’m not Rappaport, Abigail/1702, and Clybourne Park.  Other recent Atlanta area 

designs include:  

Book of Will, I Love To Eat and Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar & Grill (Theatrical Outfit), A Dolls 

House Part 2 (Co-Pro with Aurora) Little Shop of Horrors,  Appropriate and Murder Ballad (Actors Express), among many 

others.  
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Imagination Station!
When the rainy days are here to stay, our imagination must 

come out to play! 

Even though the Cat can make a bit of a mess, he shows us that we can have fun by using our imagination! Sally and 

her brother may not be able to play outside because of the rain, but this does not stop the Cat from bringing in a ton 

of fun. With an imagination like the Cat’s, we can turn any boring room into a whole new environment!  

IMAGINE: You are stuck inside with nothing to do because of the weather. How do you transform your space 

into a whole new world of fun? Think outside of the box!   
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Dr. Seuss 

wrote a total of 

44 books 
Can you color in all 44 of the books 

below? 

Dr. Seuss had a closet 

FULL of wacky hats!  
Draw a picture of some wacky hats you think he 

owned below! 

Dr. Seuss often 

came up with 

his story ideas 

by DOODLING!   

Dr. Seuss 

isn’t a real  

DOCTOR! He started 

using it in college 

so people would 

read his stories!  

Do you have a nickname that people call you? 

Write your nickname below:

Doodle an idea for your own story in the space 

below!

 

DR. 
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Rainy Day? Time to Play! 

The Cat in the Hat has come to visit you! 

In the picture frame below,  

draw what fun things you’ll do! 
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WORD GAMES 

It’s Time to Rhyme! 
(Fill in the blanks) 

1. The CAT in the _____.

2. Don’t go AWAY, I want to _____.

3. He should not be out and ABOUT when your mother is _____.

4. I WISH I had a _____.

5. That’s not ALL, I can stand on a _____.

Word Scramble! 
(Unscramble the words) 

1. YBO _____

2. LYSAL _____

3. SEMS _____

4. IKTRC _____

5. OTERMH _____

Word Search!

I Z B L D P C C C X X U T S S B T M J I E E A K 

L I M A E Q CAKE S X I N B A H B K F A N C N G 

CAT F B P D P S T S E E A O P Q N CRASH M R D 

C A F X W M Y V Y A K I FAN W C R R J H O S C W 

E Y O E T FISH I I C W O Z V F J K G L T A F 

HAT Y I L M M L W Q M Y G G H Q X HOME L Q E F 

I S H W H F U S H S I MILK S W X Z D R Q O G B 

Q H N Z I SHIP T Q I M T K A L T W L I G O J 

TAIL R Q P Y Y X S T G C V P P J C Y B U L J 

S G Z I M I A R I J Q Y G N I O Q H T I J B V J 

W Z A Y V G
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Within the world of The Cat in the Hat, there’s an array of fun noises and cool effects that help navigate the story through 

movement. To take this a step further we are going to learn how to activate our bodies like the characters in the play. Stand 

up and make sure they have enough space to move around. 

Go to this link to start the game: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1Y7OtclnTE 

Instructions: 

-If you hear a high pitch, reach your arms up high into the
air. 

-If you hear a low pitch, curl up into a ball.

-If you hear a medium pitch, stand up with your arms
pointing outwards to the sides. 

- Start Slowly, and get faster! Now Slow DOWN

Your Turn- What are some other ways that you can move? 
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MATCH THE RHYMING WORDS 

Rhymes are words that sound the same or similar in their endings. Dr. 

Seuss uses lots of rhymes in this play. Can you draw a line between the 

rhyming words from each column? 

 
book dash

fine took 

cash sail 

same wave 

fall call 

wail wipe 

pipe dine 

save wake 

fake feet 

meet fame 



28 

Count the number of hats and write the number in the box beside them! 
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Here are a few ideas for some FUN science projects you can explore as you take a look into the magical 

world that it The Cat in the Hat!  Make sure you have adult supervision! 

The Flat Lava Lamp 

Materials Needed 

 2 large cups

 2 white bowls/platters with a lip (one deep, one shallow)

 red food coloring

 1 cup vegetable oil

 1 cup white vinegar

 dropper/pipet/turkey baster

To get started, pour a cup of vinegar into one cup and a cup of oil into another cup. Next, mix several drops of red food coloring into the 
vinegar to make it turn red. 

Once the liquids are ready, start squirting them into our white dish using a turkey baster. 
The vibrant colors are easier to see if you use a white dish. 

Then explore the red and white liquids and watch as they interact while dropping them into the dish. 
You may be surprised to see the white and red color separate. 

Try mixing up all the materials in the bowl and suck them up using the dropper/pipet/turkey baster and watch the color split. It reminds you 
of the Cat and the Hat Colors! 

Then try the same experiment in a shallower dish and see how they react!   Discuss why the colors did not mix! 

Cat in the Hat Slime

Materials Needed 

 1/2 Cup of Elmer’s Washable PVA Clear Glue or White Glue (Use a 1/2 cup of each for this Seuss slime)

 1/4 Cup of Liquid Starch (you may need up to a 1/2 cup per batch depending on brand)

 1/2 Cup of Water (per batch)

 Red food coloring, confetti, glitter, other fun mix-ins

HOW TO MAKE DR SEUSS SLIME 
Make sure to read about the science behind the slime below! NEW! Slime troubleshooting guide (great to read before making slime too)! 

STEP 1:  In a bowl mix 1/2 cup water and 1/2 cup of clear glue (mix well to combine completely).  This will make a batch of red slime. 

STEP 2: Now’s the time to add a few drops of red food coloring! Remember when you add color to white glue, the color will be lighter. Use 
clear glue for jewel toned colors! 

STEP 3: Pour in 1/4 cup of liquid starch. You will see the slime immediately start to form. Keep stirring until you have a gooey blob of slime. 
The liquid should be gone! 

STEP 4:  Start kneading your slime! It will appear stringy at first but just work it around with your hands and you will notice the consistency 
changes. You can also put it in a clean container and set it aside for 3 minutes, and you will also notice the change in consistency! 

STEP 5:  Repeat STEPS 1 to 4 to make a second batch of white slime .  Use white glue instead of clear glue and leave out the food coloring. 
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Pre/Post Show Discussion 

Questions to ask before seeing the show: 

 Who wrote The Cat in the Hat?

 What kinds of cats are there?

 What do you do for fun on rainy days?

Questions to ask after seeing the show: 

 Where did the mother go?

 What kind of pet did the children have?

 Why is it important to clean up after playing around the house?

 If your friend was being mischievous at your house what would you do to stop them?

 Would you tell your mom about the Cat if he came to your house?
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Teacher Study Guide Evaluation Form

We value your feedback, please take a moment to us know how we’re doing. 

School:  

Grade Level(s) of your Students: 

Show Title:  

Did you use the study guide in your classroom? 

If yes, how much did you use it?    ALL MOST 

YES 

HALF 

NO 

SOME 

Please circle the appropriate response: 
6=agree strongly; 5=agree; 4=agree somewhat; 3=disagree somewhat, 2=disagree; 1=disagree strongly; or NA=does not apply 

For me, this study guide enhanced the play 6 5 4 3 2 1 NA 

The lessons offered fit into my curriculum 6 5 4 3 2 1 NA 

Overall, I found this study guide useful 6 5 4 3 2 1 NA 

Did you receive the study guide in time to prepare for your theatre experience?  YES  NO 

Was there a specific lesson or activity that you really enjoyed?  Why? 

What would you like to see offered in future study guides? 

If you have any additional comments, good or bad, about this study guide please use the additional space below or the back 

of this form.  Your comments and suggestions are greatly appreciated. 

Your name (optional):   

Position/Title: E-Mail Address (optional): 

Please mail or fax this form to us at: Aurora Theatre * PO Box 2014 * Lawrenceville, GA 30046 

Fax: 678-226-6227




